
Im
m

ig
ra

nt
 V

is
a 

–
N

VC
 P

ro
ce

ss
in

g 
Fl

ow
ch

ar
t (

be
ne

fic
ia

ry
 o

ut
si

de
 th

e 
U

.S
.)

USCIS forwards approved immigrant 
petition to the National Visa Center

NVC sends email with case number 
and invoice to proceed

Average processing:  30-60 days

Giselle Carson, Esq. | Shareholder
Business Immigration and Compliance
1200 Riverplace Boulevard, Suite 800

Jacksonville, FL 32207
Gcarson@marksgray.com

Tel: (904) 398 - 0900

Gather civil documents
• Passport
• Birth certificate
• Name change document, if applicable
• Proof of dependent relationship 

(marriage/birth certificates, child custody)
• Police certificates
• Employer support letter, if applicable

*This material is only a general overview of the Immigrant Visa - NVC process and is not intended to substitute as legal advice.

Applicant attends consular 
interview

Gather financial documents
• Prior Tax filings
• Prior W-2s
• Form I-864 Affidavit of Support, 

if family-based

• Original documents are presented at the consular interview. Additional documents may be required.
• Immigrant visa processing times vary widely. Unexpected delays are common. Do not make any irrevocable arrangements during this process. 
• Documents not in English or in the language of the consular post must be provided with a certified language translation.

Note

Strategy session Complete Form DS-260 Application 
for Immigrant Visa (online)

Immigrant Visa 
Approval

Pay fees (online)
• Immigrant visa processing  fee
• Affidavit of Support fee, if family-based

Average processing: 1 week

Preparation for interview:
• Medical exam
• Registration of courier service
• Documents to bring to 

interview

NVC completes review and 
forwards case to consular post

NVC analyses and processes
documentation.

NVC may request additional or 
different documents

Average processing: 3-6 weeks

Consulate issues 
immigrant visa stamp

(I-551)

Applicant enters the U.S. as 
lawful permanent resident

Applicant receives green 
card at U.S. address

Submit documents to NVC

Usually uploaded online, but some 
exceptions may apply
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