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USCIS forwards approved petition to NVC

NVC issues Fee Bill(s) for visa processing (30-45 days) -
IV and AOS fees (for family based)

Fee Bill paid online (3 day processing to “paid”)

Giselle Carson, Esq. | Shareholder
Business Immigration and Compliance

1200 Riverplace Boulevard, Suite 800
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Gcarson@marksgray.com
Tel: (904) 398 - 0900

Obtain, prepare and file copies of supporting documents (online or mail per NVC):
• Passport biographic data page  
• Birth certificate
• Name change document, if applicable 
• Police certificate(s)
• Dependents’ relationship (Marriage/Birth certificates, Child custody)
• Employment offer letter (employment-based cases)
• Affidavit of support (family-based cases)

*This material is only a general overview of the Immigrant Visa - NVC process and is not intended to substitute as legal advice.

NVC completes review and forwards case to consular post

Appointment for biometrics, medical exam
(with approved panel physician) and/or 

consular interview provided

Applicant attends Interview

I-551 Stamp Issued 

Applicant enters U.S. as lawful permanent resident

“Green card” mailed to U.S. address

Prepare and file Form DS-260

NVC analyses and processes documentation

NVC might request additional or different documents

Immigrant Visa 
Approval 

Strategy Session

NOTES:

All documents should be submitted to NVC together. 

Original documents are submitted at the consular interview. 
Additional documents might be required depending on 
visa classification.

Immigrant visa processing times vary widely.   Unexpected 
delays are common.  Do not make any irrevocable 
arrangements during this process.

Documents not in English or in the processing post 
language must be provided with a certified English 
translation. 
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